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1. ERRORS



1.1. ERROR VS. SLIP

• Error

When I am younger, I love play guitar.

➔ a mistake that a learner makes when trying to say or 
write something above their language level

✓ Tense: am→ was / love→ loved
✓ Verb pattern: play→ playing or to play
✓ Article: guitar→ the guitar

• Slip

He like ice-cream, I mean, he likes ice-cream.

➔When a learner makes a slip, they make a mistake but 
they are able to correct themselves.



1.2. DEVELOPMENTAL ERROR

➔ an error made by an L2 which could also be made by a child 
learning their L1 as part of their normal development  

L2

Developmental errors

Interlanguage

Multilingual competence

Prior knowledge of L1

• Positive transfer
• Negative transfer

(Interference)

 Exposure
 Interaction
 Focus on form
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2. LEARNER 
CHARACTERISTICS

➔ the typical things about a learner or learners that 
influence their learning, e.g. age, L1, past learning 
experience, learning styles, learning strategies 



2.1. MOTIVATION

• To achieve practical things

• Interest in the target language culture

• Feeling good about learning English

• Encouragement and support from others

• Wishing to communicate fully with people who matter to you

• Interest in the learning process



2.2. MOTIVATION: TEN COMMANDMENTS

The teacher
Show a good example by being
committed and motivated.

The classroom 
atmosphere

Create a positive, relaxed, pleasant 
atmosphere.
Bring in humour, laughter, smile.

The task
Give clear instructions.
Point out the purpose of every task.

Rapport
Develop a good relationship with the 
learners.

Self-confidence
Give positive feedback and praise.
“Feeling of Success"
Mistakes are OK!



2.2. MOTIVATION: TEN COMMANDMENTS

Interest
Make your classes interesting: topics, 
tasks, games, materials.

Autonomy
Encourage questions and other   
contributions from students.
Help your students learn independently.

Personal 
relevance

Personalize tasks to make them relevant.

Goal / Target Present goals clearly.

Culture
Incorporate cultural aspects into
language teaching.



2.3. LEARNING STYLES

➔ an individual’s natural habitual 
and preferred ways of absorbing, 
processing and retaining new 
information and skills

Visual

Auditory

Tactile

Kinesthetic

Group

Individual

Reflective

Impulsive

Analytic

Autonomous

Since learners need to be taught in 

different ways, teachers should 

provide variety to their classes.



2.4. LEARNING STRATEGIES

➔ specific ways and means that learners use to learn or improve 
their language

• Organizing
• Note-taking
• Summarizing
• Imagery
• Repetition
• Recording
• Experimenting
• Induction
• Cooperation
• Thinking how to memorise
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2.5. MATURITY

➔ involving becoming grown up physically, mentally and 
emotionally. 

Children

Teenagers
Adults



2.5. MATURITY

Children Adults

Keeping still X O

Attention span short longer

Cognitive developing developed

Abstract X O

Self-control X O

Risk-taking O X

Focus on form X O

Please note that the following differences in maturity only show the general 
tendency but that individual differences always exist.



3. L1 VS. L2 (CLASSROOM)



3.1. L1 vs. L2

L1 learning L2 learning

Age from birth vary

Cognitive developing
developing or   
developed

Motivation strong vary

Ways 

everywhere
everyone
lots of exposure
interaction 

inside the classroom
with teachers and  
classmates
some exposure
specific language items
focus on form



3.1. L1 vs. L2

L1 learning L2 learning

Context
talking about things 
present

often talking about life 
outside the classroom

Silent period yes often no

Praise a lot vary

Individual 
attention

a lot often little from teacher

Language
grading

yes usually yes

Correction
rarely
reformulate

yes
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